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This Fact Sheet...

• describes the U.S. EPA's
Superfund Program

• explains the investigation
activities to begin at the site

• explains where to obtain
additional site information
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INTRODUCTION
In November 1990, the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA), in cooperation
with the Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (IEPA), will begin a
long-term investigation and study of
the Lenz Oil Service, Inc. site
located in DuPage County, Illinois.
The first part of the process, called
a Remedial Investigation (Rl), will
identify the nature and the extent of
possible contamination at and near
the site. This Rl will focus on
potential groundwater contamina-
tion and remaining soil contamina-
tion at the site. The second part of
the Superfund process, known as a
Feasibility Study (FS), will identify
and analyze alternatives for
addressing contamination problems
uncovered in the Rl.

199 Potentially Responsible Parties
(PRPs) have voluntarily agreed to
conduct the Rl and FS under a
Consent Order with U.S. EPA and
IEPA. U.S. EPA and IE PA (under a
cooperative agreement with the
U.S. EPA) will oversee the PRPs'
activities at the Lenz Oil site.

This fact sheet describes U.S.
EPA's Superfund Program, provides
background information on the Lenz
Oil site, and summarizes specific
activities planned for this site.

Various documents prepared for the
site, including the work plan, com-
munity relations plan and Super-
fund program information, are avail-
able for review at the information

repositories located near the site
(see Available Information on page

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION ON LENZ
OIL SERVICE

The Lenz Oil Service f ac i l i t y is
located in southeast DuPage Coun-
ty, Illinois. The site is bounded by
Jeans Road and Route 83, approxi-
mately 600 feet northwest of the
Des Plaines River.

From 1960 through 1980, Lenz Oil
Services was an oil and solvent
storage/transfer operat ion. In
1981, the IEPA issued permits to
develop and operate the facility as
a waste management site. In 1985,
Lenz Oil was ordered to init iate
cleanup actions that included a
cleanup plan and a site closure
and compliance plan However,
Lenz Oil failed to carry out major
portions of the court order, and in
April 1986, filed for bankruptcy

Investigation of the Lenz facility by
IEPA revealed that there were
drums and tanks stored on the site
and that the soil was contaminated
by oil and solvent waste. In addi-
tion, preliminary results indicated
contamination in the groundwater
beneath the site which could pose
a threat to neighboring pr ivate
wells and the Des Plaines River.

During 1986, IEPA completed an
inventory and sampling of all



drums and tanks at the site. Surface
soils, subsurface soi's and ground
vvater samoles were analyzed for
contamination This investigation
revealed that both the soils and the
groundwater was contaminated, and
could pose a threat to the public
health and the environment.

During 1987 and 1988, approximate-
ly 21,000 tons of contaminated soil
were incinerated. In September
1989, the Lenz Oil site was included
as final on the NPL. In September,
1989, the PRPs signed a Consent
Order with the U.S. EPA and the IEPA
to conduct the RLand FS to deter-
mine the nature and extent of con-
tamination at the site under the joint
oversight of both agencies.

COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION

Throughout the Superfund process,
U.S. EPA and IEPA are required to
keep residents and officials informed
about activities at the site and pro-
vide opportunities for citizens to par-
ticipate in the decision making pro-
cess.

In 1986, IEPA began working closely
with interested members of the com-
munity to keep them abreast of
developments at the Lenz Oil site.
The community and IEPA formed a
review committee to act as a voice

for citizens' quest-ons and concerns
and tc monitor lEPA's activities This
committee has been an ef'ec',,;e liai-
son between the IEPA anu con -
cerned local c i t i zens Community
members have recently expressed a
desire to continue with this commit-
tee format to pass on information
generated during the site investiga-
tion U.S. EPA will work closely with
IEPA during the community relations
implementation and in meetings with
the review committee. lEPA's Mike
Orloff will continue to act as coordi-
nator for the review committee and
can provide additional information
about the committee's activities. His
name, telephone number and
address are listed in the "Available
Information" section at the end of this
fact sheet.

The f i r s t planning meeting of the
Lenz Oil Rev iew Committee met
Thursday, November 1, 1990, at the
Lemont Village Hall. If you would like
to attend future meetings, or for fur-
ther information on the review com-
mittee meetings, please call Mike
Orloff.

THE REMEDIAL
INVESTIGATION

The Rl field activities will be conduct-
ed in two phases. Phase 1 involves
the installation of new groundwater
monitoring wells, sampling and anal-

yses o' 5Oils a^d grcunavvate r 2- :-:.
site n addition, sjr 'ace ,'vater and
sod sediment sarroles from an adja-
cent aitch will also be collected ana
analyzed. In phase 2. grc>jndwater

samples from selected nearby resi-
dential wells will be collected and
analyzed for contamination from the
site.

An Rl report will be prepared to doc-
ument the field investigation findings.
The report will include: 1) a summa-
ry and evaluation of the data collect-
ed during the Rl; 2) a discussion of
the investigation procedures; 3) an
evaluation of the nature and extent of
contamination; and 4) an asse'
ment of risks to public health and trie
environment.

An FS for the Lenz Oil site will then
be prepared. The FS will define sev-
eral methods of addressing contami-
nation problems identified during the
Rl. Remedial alternatives will be
evaluated based on their effective-
ness in protecting public health and
the environment, technical feasibility,
reliability, community acceptance
and implementation cost. Based on
the FS findings, U.S. EPA will reco^
mend an alternative. Local officu
and residents will have an opportuni-
ty to review and comment on the pro-
posed alternative before a final deci-
sion is made.

AL ASSISTANCE GRANTS AVAILABLE
U.S.

gn
e n «•»*?

groupsi
ested ciHzans to

obtain assistance in
interpreting arid: urxjerstancMnfl :0j|t*
gerwated during t̂ e
cess. -tt>e Technical
Grant* or TAGs. provi
SWXiOO to community groups wish-
tog i# hire consultants to interpret

sampling results, reports and other
documents. Twenty percent of the
requested funding must be matched
by the flrpuo. For example, if
$60,000 were requested, the group
mt«t provkte an additional $10,000
or obtain it from some other source.
The matching funds may be paid io
irHcind services and may originate
from any-sourc*. TAGs cannot be

duplicate fieW work or lab
Tftey may be use<J only to

uneterttandor interpret existing docu-:

ments and activities conducted at the
site.

Municipalities or other governmental
agencies are not eligible to receive
TAGs.. However; government officials
may belong to a community group
requesting a TAG,

More information about TAGs is avail-
able in tr» LerfeOBsjte repositories
or frc^ US, EWr |̂g^ 5 in Chica-
go, the U.S. j^~§MJfaet for TAG
informattoo is Nancy Koop, 312/886-
1660. .^-•.'-.;•'••
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The Comprehens ive Env i ron menta '
Response. Compensation, and Liability
Ac t (CERCLA). more comm-rly known
as "Super fund ' oassed in 1980, and
amended cy the S jpe r f j nd Amend-
ments and Reauthonzation Act (SARA) in
1986, authorizes U.S. EPA to investigate
and respond to releases of hazardous
substances thai may endanger public
health or the environment. CERCLA
dedicated $1.6 billion to trie Superfund.
In 1986, SARA authorized $8.5 billion in
additional funds to pay for the investiga-
tion and cleanup of sites where parties
potentially responsible for the contami-
nation are unable or unwilling to clean
up the sites U.S. EPA may then, through
legal action, attempt to recover the costs
of the investigation and cleanup from the
potentially responsible parties to replen-
ish the funds for other Superfund pro-
jects. The graphic above provides a
simplified view of how a Superfund pro-
ject, such as the one planned for Lenz
Oil, works.

After a site is initially identified, a prelimi-
nary assessment and inspection of the
site is made. The site is then scored
using the Hazard Ranking System
(MRS). The HRS is a numerical scoring
system used to prioritize the nation's
uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous
waste sites. This system considers pos-
sible risks to humans posed by chemi-
cals at the site, potential for release or
the actual release of contaminants from
the site to the air or drinking water, and
possible releases from the site that may
harm the environment. If the site gets a
score of 28.5 or more, then it is listed on
the U.S. EPA's National Priorit ies List
(NPL), and is eligible for assistance
under the Superfund program.

After a site is listed on the NPL, an Rl
and FS are conducted by either the U.S.
EPA or by the PRPs under the U.S. EPA's
supervision. The Rl assesses the nature
and extent of contamination at the site.
The FS will evaluate various alternatives
to address the contamination problems
at the site.

When the FS is completed, U.S. EPA
evaluates the alternatives identified and
recommends a preferred al ternat ive.
Members of the community 'hen have
the opportunity to submit their comments
on the proposed alternatives during a
public comment period.

After the comment period ends, com-

(ROD) to r ;he s te ~he ROD < U :?
EpAs formal decision aoci.rr.er: :;,,: n • . . - ;
the decision process and ;ne c ~a-\_:p
remedy selected for the site The "ex :
step m the Superfund process is the
design of the cleanup activities specified
in the ROD, fol lowed by the actua i
cleanup of the site.

The time needed to complete each of
these steps is different for every site In
general, an RI/FS takes about two years
Design of the long-term cleanup action
may take six months to a year. The actu-
al cleanup depends upon the remedy
chosen.

Ongoing activities during the Superfund
process include:

• Search for Potentially Responsible
Parties (PRPs)
U.S. EPA undertakes a tho rough
investigation to identify parties wrc
may be legally responsible for waste
contamination problems when a site is
placed on the NPL. The search 'or
PRPs can, and frequently does, con-
tinue throughout the RI/FS process
Once identified, these parties are
asked to participate in the cleanup ; *
they refuse, they may f a c e lega
action.

• Regular Monitoring
U.S. EPA monitors the site dur.ng
remedial activities. If contamination
becomes an imminent threat to public
health or the environment during the
RI/FS, U.S. EPA may initiate emergen-
cy measures to correct the problem

• Community Relations
Throughout the Superfund process.
U.S. EPA and IEPA will disseminate
information to keep residents and offi-
cials informed about activities at the
site. Information reposi tor ies are
established which contain site-related
documents for citizens to review A
toll-free telephone number is listed or
the documents, and U.S. EPA ana
IEPA contacts are established to faci1-
itate communication A public com-
ment period will be held before a s !e
cleanup decision is made so that co-
zens can ask questions and voice
concerns about the cleanup mea-
sures proposed for the site U S EPA
considers citizen and IEPA input when
making decisions about the cleanup



Anyone interested in more informa-
tion about the Lenz Oil site is encour-
aged to review the various docu-
ments that have been prepared for
the site. Copies of the applicable
laws, the work plan for the Rl and FS,
and the Community Relations Plan
are available for review in the infor-
mation repositories located at:

Burr RMgaVMag* Hall
7660 S. County Line Road
Burr Ridge, IL 60521

LemontVillagaHaN
508 Lemont Street
Lemont.lL 60439

Available Information
Downers Grove Township Hall
4440 S. Prince
Downers Grove, IL 60515

The following U.S. EPA and IEPA per-
sonnel may be contacted if you have
further questions:

Mary Ann LaFalre
Community Relations Coordinator
Office of Public Affairs. 5PA-14
(312)886-1728

Nan Gowda
Remedial Project Manager
5HS-11
(312)353-9236

U.S. EPA, Region 5
230 S. Dearborn
Chicago, IL 60604
800/572-2515

Mike Orf off
Community Relations Coordinator
Illinois EPA
1701 First Avenue
Maywood, IL 60153
(708)345-9780

Dave Dollins
Project Manager
Land Pollution Control
Illinois EPA
2200 Churchill Road
Springfield, IL 62706
(217)782-6760

MAILING LIST ADDITIONS / CORRECTIONS

If your address has changed, or you would like to be placed on the mailing list for the Lenz Oil
site and you did not receive this in the mail, please fill out and mail this form to:

Mary Ann LaFaire, SPA-14
Community Relations Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Affiliation:

P/EPA U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
Office of Public Affairs (5PA-14)
230 South Dearborn Street
Chlcago.lL 60604


